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REMARKS 

Claims 1-46 remain in the application and have been amended 
hereby. 

As will be noted from the Declaration, Applicants are citizens 
and residents of Japan and this application originated there. 

Accordingly, the amendments made to the specification are 
provided to place. the application in idiomatic English, and the 
claims are amended to place them in better condition for 
examination . 

An early and favorable examination on the merits is earnestly 
solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
COOPER & DUNHT^M LLP 



Jay H. Maioli 
Reg. No. .27, 213 
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W.R.qjnN WTTH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANHES MADE 
TN THE ABSTRACT OF THE DTSCLOSURE 
Please amend the Abstract by rewriting same to read as 
follows . 

[The present invention is characterized by that, when] When 
content data are distributed from an information center via a 
predetermined communication line to a terminal apparatus loaded 
with a recording medium recorded with its identifier and prepaid 
information, the information center manages the usable remaining 
amount of money in the recording medium loaded in the terminal 
apparatus and updates this usable remaining amount of money every 
time content data are distributed. Further, if the usable 
remaining amount of money is smaller than the price of the content 
data distributed from the information center, the information 
center instructs the terminal apparatus to load another recording 
medium having a usable remaining amount of money [enough for 
covering] ^.nffir.ient to cover the content data to be distributed. 
Still further, a remaining recordable capacity of a recording 
medium loaded in the terminal apparatus is transmitted [from the 
. same] to the information center [ . The] , and thg information center 
compares the remaining recordable capacity with the size of the 
data content to be distributed. If the remaining recordable 
capacity is smaller than the size of the content data, the 
information center instructs the terminal apparatus to load a new 
recording medium having a recordable capacity enough for the 
content data to be distributed. 

TN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-40 by rewriting same to read as follows. 
— 1. (Amended) An information distribution system having a 
terminal apparatus in which a recording medium [recording 
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beforehand] h;:..c; rscorH^rl thereon an identifier unique to said 
recording medium and prepaid information and is loadable [and] in 
an information center [which] that is connectable to said terminal 
apparatus and transmits content data thereto via a predetermined 
communication line, said terminal apparatus comprising: 

first receiving means for receiving said content data 
transmitted from said information center; 

recording and reproducing means for recording said content 
data received by said first receiving means onto said recording 
medium loaded in said terminal apparatus and reproducing said 
identifier unique to said recording medium and said prepaid 

information; and 

first transmitting means for transmitting said reproduced 
identifier unique to said recording medium and said reproduced 
prepaid information to said information center; 

said information center comprising: 

first storage means for storing a plurality of content data; 

second transmitting means for transmitting predetermined 
content data from said first storage means to said terminal 
apparatus ; 

second receiving means for receiving said identifier unique to 
said recording medium and said prepaid information transmitted from 
said terminal apparatus; 

second storage means for storing a usable remaining amount of 
money rp1;^tive to said prepaid in formation in accordance with said 
identifier unique to said recording medium and said prepaid 
information received by said second receiving means; and 

charging processing means for updating, when said 
predetermined content data are transmitted from said first storage 
means to said terminal apparatus, said usable remaining amount of 
money stored in said second storage means for a charge of said 
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predetermined content data transmitted from said first storage 
means to said terminal apparatus. 

—2. (Amended) [An] The information distribution system 
according to claim 1, wherein said recording medium also records 
information about a remaining recordable capacity thereof, said 
information is reproduced by said recording and reproducing means, 
and said reproduced information is transmitted by said first 
transmitting means to said information center. 

--3. (Amended) [An] Th£ information distribution system 
according to claim 2, wherein said information center further 
[comprising] r-nmprises ; 

first comparing means for comparing said usable remaining 
amount of money stored in said second storage means with a price of 
content data to be transmitted to said terminal apparatus; and 

second comparing means for comparing said information about 
a remaining recordable capacity of said recording medium with a 
size of said content data to be transmitted to said terminal 
apparatus . 

4. (Amended) [An] the information distribution system 

according to claim 3, wherein, [if] when said usable remaining 
amount of money is found by said first comparing means to be 
[smaller] less than said price of said content data to be 
transmitted to said terminal apparatus, a control signal is 
transmitted from said information center to said terminal apparatus 
to instruct said terminal apparatus to prompt for the loading of a 
second recording medium recording beforehand an identifier unique 
thereto and prepaid information into said terminal apparatus. 
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— 5 



(Amended) [An] The information distribution system 
according to claim 4, wherein, said information center further 
[comprising] r-oniprises adding means for adding, when said second 
recording medium has been loaded in response to the prompt for the 
loading of said second recording medium, a usable remaining amount 
of money in said second recording medium to said usable remaining 
amount of money in the previously loaded recording medium. 

—6. (Amended) [An] The information distribution system 
according to claim 5, wherein [, if,] whm after loading of said 
second recording medium into said terminal apparatus in response to 
the prompt for the loading of said second recording medium, a 
result of [said] an addition by said adding means is found in 
excess of said price of said content data to be transmitted, said 
identifier unique to said recording medium and said prepaid 
information stored in said second storage means are edited hased on 
[the basis of] said information about the remaining recordable 
capacity of said previously loaded recording medium and said 
information about the remaining recordable capacity of said second 
recording medium. 

—7. (Amended) [An] The information distribution system 
according to claim 3[, wherein, if] when said remaining recordable 
capacity is found by said second comparing means to be smaller than 
said size of content data to be transmitted to said terminal 
apparatus, a control signal is transmitted from said information 
center to said terminal apparatus to instruct said terminal 
apparatus to prompt for the loading of a second recording medium 
recording an identifier unique to said second recording medium and 
said prepaid information into said terminal apparatus. 
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8. (Amended) [An] The information distribution system 

according to claim 1, wherein, said information center further 
[comprising] cnmnrises adding means for adding, when said second 
recording medium has been loaded in response to the prompt for the 
loading of said second recording medium, a usable remaining amount 
of money in said second recording medium to said usable remaining 
amount of money in the previously loaded recording medium. 

--9. (Amended) [An] Ths. information distribution system 
according to claim 7, wherein, when said second recording medium 
has been loaded in said terminal apparatus in response to the 
prompt for the loading of said second recording medium, the 
remaining recordable capacity of said second recording medium is 
compared with the size of said content data to be transmitted to 
said terminal apparatus . 

10. (Amended) [An] The information distribution system 

according to claim 7, wherein, when said second recording medium 
has been loaded in said terminal apparatus in response to the 
prompt for the loading of said second recording medium and said 
content data have been recorded to said second recording medium, 
contents recorded on said second storage means are updated to said 
identifier unique to said second recording medium, said prepaid 
information, and said usable remaining amount of money of said 
second recording medium. 

— 11. (Amended) [An] The information distribution system 
according to claim 1, wherein said identifier unique to said 
recording medium and said prepaid information are recorded on said 
recording medium [in an] as to be unrewritable [manner] . 
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12. (Amended) [An] The information distribution system 

according to claim 1, wherein communication destination identifying 
information for connecting said terminal apparatus to said 
information center is also recorded on said recording medium. 

— 13. (Amended) A terminal apparatus comprising: 
loading means [capable of] for loading a recording medium 
[recording beforehand ^1 . having recorded thereon an identifier 
unique to said recording medium and prepaid information^ into said 

terminal apparatus; 

reproducing means for reproducing said identifier unique to 
said recording medium and said prepaid information from said 
recording medium loaded in said loading means; 

transmitting means for transmitting said identifier unique to 
said recording medium and said prepaid information reproduced by 
said reproducing means to an information center via a predetermined 
communication line; 

receiving means for receiving a result of a balance inquiry 
executed in said information center based on [the basis of] the 
transmitted identifier unique to said recording medium and the 
transmitted prepaid information and content data transmitted from 
said information center; 

recording means for recording said content data received by 
said receiving means onto said loaded recording medium; and 

prompting means for prompting, [if] when said balance inquiry 
received by said receiving indicates a shortage of amount of money 
for the received content data, the unloading of the currently 
loaded recording medium and the loading of another recording 
medium. 

— 14. (Amended) [A] The terminal apparatus according to claim 
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13, wherein said identifier unique to said recording medium and 
said prepaid information are recorded on said recording medium [in 
an] as to be unrewritable [manner] . 

--15. (Amended) [A] The terminal apparatus according to claim 
13, wherein communication destination identifying information for 
connecting said terminal apparatus to said information center is 
also recorded on said recording medium. 

--16. (Amended) [A] Tii£ terminal apparatus according to claim 
13, wherein information about a remaining recordable capacity is 
recorded on said recording medium and said information is 
transmitted to said information center via said transmitting means. 

__17. (Amended) An information center[,] connected to a 
terminal apparatus via a predetermined communication line[,] for 
distributing content data, information center comprising: 

first storage means for storing a plurality of content data; 

transmitting means for transmitting predetermined content data 
from said first storage means to said terminal apparatus; 

receiving means for receiving an identifier unique to a 
recording medium and prepaid information stored therein transmitted 
from said terminal apparatus; 

second storage means for storing a usable remaining amount of 
money in accordance with said identifier unique to said recording 
medium and said prepaid information received by said receiving 
means; and 

charging processing means for updating, when said 
predetermined content data are transmitted from said first storage 
means to said terminal apparatus, said usable remaining amount of 
money stored in said second storage means for a charge of said 
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predetermined content data transmitted from said first storage 
means to said terminal apparatus. 

18. (Amended) [An] The information center according to claim 

17, further comprising: 

first comparing means for comparing said usable remaining 
amount of money stored in said second storage means with a price of 
content data to be transmitted to said terminal apparatus; and 

second comparing means for comparing said information about a 
remaining recordable capacity of said recording medium with a size 
of said content data to be transmitted to said terminal apparatus. 

— 19. (Amended) [An] lllS information center according to claim 

18, wherein, [if] when said usable remaining amount of money is 
found by said first comparing means to be [smaller] isss than said 
price of said content data to be transmitted, a control signal is 
transmitted from said information center to said terminal apparatus 
to instruct said terminal apparatus to prompt for the loading of a 
second recording medium [recording beforehand] , having recorded 
thereon an identifier unique thereto and prepaid information^ into 
said terminal apparatus. 

— 20. (Amended) [An] The information center according to claim 

19, further comprising adding means for adding, when said second 
recording medium has been loaded in response to the prompt for the 
loading of said second recording medium, a usable remaining amount 
of money in said second recording medium to said usable remaining 
amount of money in the previously loaded recording medium. 

— 21. (Amended) [An] The information center according to claim 

20, wherein, [if,] when after loading of said second recording 
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medium into said terminal apparatus in response to the prompt of 
the loading of said second recording medium, a result of [said] Mi 
addition by said adding means is found tg be in excess of said 
price of said content data to be transmitted, said identifier 
unique to said recording medium and said prepaid information stored 
in said second storage means are edited based on [the basis of] 
said information about the remaining recordable capacity of said 
previously loaded recording medium and said information about the 
remaining recordable capacity of said second recording medium. 

--22. (Amended) [An] The information center according to claim 
17, wherein, [if] when said remaining recordable capacity is found 
by said second comparing means to be smaller than said size of said 
content data to be transmitted, a control signal is transmitted 
from said information center to said terminal apparatus to instruct 
said terminal apparatus to prompt for the loading of a second 
recording medium [recording], having rerorded thergon an identifier 
unique thereto and prepaid information into said terminal 
apparatus. 

23. (Amended) [An] The information center according to claim 

22, further comprising adding means for adding, when said second 
recording medium has been loaded in response to the prompt for the 
loading of said second recording medium, a usable remaining amount 
of money in said second recording medium to said usable remaining 
amount of money in the previously loaded recording medium. 

— 24. (Amended) [An] The information center according to claim 
22 wherein, when said second recording medium has been loaded in 
said terminal apparatus in response to the prompt for the loading 
of said second recording medium, the remaining recordable capacity 
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of said second recording medimti is compared with the size of said 
content data to be transmitted to said terminal apparatus. 

25. (Amended) [An] The information center according to claim 

22, wherein, when said second recording medium has been loaded in 
said terminal apparatus in response to the prompt for the loading 
of said second recording medium and said content data have been 
recorded on said second recording medium, contents stored on said 
second storage means are updated to said identifier unique to said 
second recording medium, said prepaid information, and said usable 
remaining amount of money of said second recording medium. 

26. (Amended) [An] The information center according to claim 

17, wherein said identifier unique to said recording medium and 
said prepaid information are recorded on said recording medium [in 
an] .go 3 to be unrewritable [manner] . 

27. (Amended) [An] The information distribution system 

according to claim 17, wherein communication destination 
identifying information for connecting said terminal apparatus to 
said information center is also recorded on said recording medium. 

— 28. (Amended) A recording medium comprising: 

an unrewritable area in which an identifier unique to said 
recording medium and prepaid information are recorded [beforehand] ; 
a recording area in which content data are recorded; and 
a managing area in which recordable capacity of said 
recording area is managed. 

--2 9. (Amended) [A] The recording medium according to claim 
28, wherein communication destination identifying information for 
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connecting to an inforination center is also recorded on said 
recording medium. 

30. (Amended) An information distribution method for 

distributing content data from an information center to a terminal 
apparatus in which a recording medium is loadable and [recording] 
that has the distributed content data [thereto] recorded thereon , 
said information center and said terminal apparatus being 
interconnected via a predetermined communication line, the method 

comprising the steps of: 

receiving an identifier unique to said recording medium and 
prepaid information recorded on said recording medium [beforehand, ] 
transmitted from said terminal apparatus; 

storing [,] in a memory [,] a usable remaining amount of money 
r^1;^tive to said nreoaid information in accordance with said 
received identifier unique to said recording medium and said 
received prepaid information; 

comparing said usable remaining amount of money stored in said 
memory with a charge of content data to be distributed from said 
information center to said terminal apparatus; 

permitting, [if] when said usable remaining amount of money 
stored in said memory is greater than said charge of said content 
data to be distributed from said information center to said 
terminal apparatus, the transmission of said content data from said 
information center to said terminal apparatus; and 

updating, by said charge of said content data, said usable 
remaining amount of money stored in a second memory when said 
content data are transmitted from said information center to said 
terminal apparatus . 

— 31. (Ajuended) [An] The information distribution method 
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according to claim 30, further comprising the steps of: 

comparing said usable remaining amount of money stored in said 

memory with said charge of said content data to be transmitted to 

said terminal apparatus; and 

comparing a recordable remaining capacity of said recording 

medium transmitted from said terminal apparatus with a size of said 

content data to be transmitted to said terminal apparatus. 

32. (Amended) [An] The information distribution method 

according to claim 30, wherein [, if] when said usable remaining 
amount of money is found in the [first] step of comparing [step] 
f,P^^d usable r^maininfT amount to be smaller than said price of said 
content data to be transmitted, a control signal is transmitted 
from said information center to said terminal apparatus to instruct 
said terminal apparatus to prompt for the loading of a second 
recording medium [recording beforehand] having recorded therepn an 
identifier unique to said second recording mediiim and prepaid 
information . 

— 33. (Amended) [An] The information distribution method 
according to claim 32, further comprising the step of: 

adding, when said second recording medium has been loaded in 
response to the prompt for the loading of said second recording 
medium, a usable remaining amount of money in said second recording 
medium to said usable remaining amount of money in the previously 
loaded recording medium. 

— 34. (Amended) [An] The information distribution method 
according to claim 33 further comprising the step of: [if,] when 
after loading of said second recording medium into said terminal 
apparatus in response to the prompt for the loading of said second 
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recording medium, a result of said addition in said adding step is 
found in excess of said price of said content data, editing said 
identifier unique to said recording medium and said prepaid 
information stored in said second memory based on [the basis of] 
said information about the remaining recordable capacity of said 
previously loaded recording medium and said information about the 
remaining recordable capacity of said second recording medium, 

35, (Amended) [An] The information distribution method 

according claim 31 further comprising the step of: [if] when said 
remaining recordable capacity is found in said second comparing 
step to be smaller than said size of said content data to be 
transmitted, transmitting a control signal from said information 
center to said terminal apparatus to instruct said terminal 
apparatus to prompt the loading of a second recording medium 
[^^r-nrHingl , havinrr recorded thereon said identifier unique to said 
second recording medium and said prepaid information^ into said 
terminal apparatus . 

36. (Amended) [An] The information distribution method 

according to claim 35, further comprising the step of adding, when 
said second recording medium has been loaded in response to the 
prompt for the loading of said second recording medium, a usable 
remaining amount of money in said second recording medium to said 
usable remaining amount of money in the previously loaded recording 
medium. 



--37. (Amended) [An] The information distribution method 
according to claim 35, further comprising the step of: when said 
second recording medium has been loaded in said terminal apparatus 
in response to said prompt for the loading of said second recording 
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medium, comparing said recordable remaining capacity of said second 
recording mediiim with the size of said content data to be 
transmitted to said terminal apparatus. 

--38. (Amended) [An] The information distribution method 
according to claim 35, further comprising the step of: when said 
second recording medi\am has been loaded in said terminal apparatus 
in response to the prompt for the loading of said second recording 
medium and said content data have been recorded to said second 
recording medium, updating contents recorded on said second memory 
to said identifier, said prepaid information, and said usable 
remaining amount of money of said second recording medium. 

39. (Amended) [An] The information distribution method 

according to claim 30, wherein said identifier unique to said 
recording medium and said prepaid information are recorded on said 
recording medium [in an] .^n as to be unrewritable [manner] . 

— 40, (Amended) [An] The information distribution method 
according to claim 30, wherein communication destination 
identifying information for connecting said terminal apparatus to 
said information center is also recorded on said recording medium. 
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